
Easter 2B - Pass This On 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
There is a difference between doubt and unbelief. This Sunday at church we'll hear from the Gospel of 
John about the events just after Jesus rose from the dead, which highlight this important distinction. 
 
Every one of us has doubts about Bible teachings. We might wonder how God made the entire creation 
in six days. This sort of power is far, far beyond our ability to comprehend. We can have trouble 
accepting that with just a word all of our sins are forgiven, put away from us forever.  
 
Trouble comes not when someone wonders about, or has trouble accepting, some teaching or promise 
of the Bible. It's when a person hears the teachings and promises and say, "I refuse to believe these 
things," that he is on the precipice of spiritual danger. 
 
On Easter evening Jesus appears to the disciples and speaks "Peace" to them. Well, except for one. 
Thomas is not there and when the disciples tell him about what has happened he says, "I will never 
believe." Thomas has a hard time accepting the amazing thing that has happened. It's beyond his 
imagination and expectation. He wants to see proof. But he's also refusing to believe otherwise. 
 
Jesus loves Thomas. He appears to him and shows Thomas His hands and side. As impossible as it seems, 
Thomas can't deny the truth. He replies to Jesus, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus has given Thomas what 
he needs to believe, even in the midst of doubts. 
 
Then, Jesus speaks about you and me. "Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believe." We 
don't (yet) have the opportunity to see Jesus with our own eyes. But He still comes and gives us what we 
need to believe. In the midst of our doubts and struggles, we have the Bible which tells us all about 
Jesus and His love for us — even stories about disciples like Thomas who struggle like we do. 


